PRESENT   STATE   OF   LIBERIA.                17?

" The colony is daily adding strength and re-
spectability to its character, and if even now all
patronage were withdrawn, the colonists are fully
capable of sustaining and defending themselves
from any assaults of the natives, and regulating
their own concerns in such a manner as to secure
the prosperity of the colony. A court, court-
house, and trial by jury, are established. At this
moment, since the departure of Governor Mechlin,
and until the new Governor arrives out, there are
none other than blacks among the inhabitants of
Liberia.

" The slaves who were captured and brought
into St. Augustine, and Key West, after remaining
in the United States from six to twelve months,
were sent to Liberia, a quantity of land being
granted to them there. They have gone on to cul-
tivate it in a manner equal, if not superior, to that
of the colonists. They have been able to accom-
plish thus much from what experience they gained
while in this country. These people arrived at
Liberia naked; they have clothed themselves from
the avails of their labour, and, what is rather sin-
gular, they have gone into the town to seek out for
themselves wives, esteeming themselves too far ad-
vanced in civilization and refinement to form con-
nexions among the natives, although they might
obtain from among them much more comely per-
sons than they are enabled to find among the very
meanest of the colonists, from whom they are
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